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founded, and led to the idea that the copper has no injurious effect in these in¬ 
stances, whereas it is really highly deleterious. From Dr. Blandet’s observations, 
made both in the hospitals and in the workshops, he has become convinced of 
the existence of a form of enteritis produced by copper, of which the chief symp¬ 
tom is a colic, with remissions. The workman bends himself double to relieve 
it; the belly is tender upon pressure; there are headache, and inclination to vomit; 
diarrhma or constipation; the vomited matters consist of a bilious fluid; the first 
alvine evacuations are often of a green colour; fever is frequent, but there is often 
lassitude. The affection, says M. Blandet, arises from two principal causes— 
slovenliness, and the inhaling of copper dust. The workers in copper, who are 
careless of their persons, have their hair coloured green; the perspiration is green, 
and the teeth are coated with a crust of sulphurs* of copper. M. Blandet re¬ 
commends certain prophylactic and therapeutic measures, of which the principal 
are, the use of albuminous drinks, and the administration of saline purgatives to 
prevent coustipation. M. Blandet has also made a second observation relative to 
the accidents occasioned by zinc among the founders and moulders of copper. 
The symptoms produced by the vapour of zinc, are, a sensation of weight at the 
stomach, nausea, oppression, pains in the head, aches in the limbs, as if from 
the effects of bruises, &c. It is especially the fumes of brass which produce these 
accidents; thay have not been found to arise from copper alone, but they must 
be attributed to the admixture of that metal with zinc. Among the symptoms 
complained of by the workmen, are, a painful weight at the stomach, inclination 
to vomit, want of appetite, cough, oppression, occasional fixed and oppressive 
pain in the head, buzzing in the ears, which continues during the night; general 
debility; tetanic stiffness, and pain in the limbs; shivering; cold trembling, which 
continues several hours; nightmare during sleep; the patient experiences a feel¬ 
ing of distension, and there are cold sweats preceded by hot fits, &e.— Lund. Med. 
Gaz., Aug. 22, from Gazette Medkale de Paris , 1845. 

30. Strychnine in Chorea —Dr. A. Ross, reasoning on the supposed state of the 
brain and nervous system in chorea, on the frequent want of success attending the 
usual mode of treatment of the disease, and on the well-known effects of strych¬ 
nia on the nervous system, was induced to make trial of this remedy in a few 
cases which came under his care, and in which the usual mode of treatment, by 
aperients, tonics, &c., had been unsuccessful. 

“ The first occasion on which I made trial,” he says, “ of the remedy in this dis¬ 
ease, was in the beginning of 1839, in the case of a delicate girl of twelve or thir¬ 
teen years of age, who came under my care as an hospital patient, with many of 
the eccentric symptoms of this singular disease most distinctly marked. From hav¬ 
ing been very expert with her needle, she was rendered incapable of using it, and 
her attempts to thread it were almost ludicrous. I prescribed for her the eighth or 
tenth of a grain of the alkaloid, to be taken twice a day. On the second or third 
day of the treatment, through a mistake of the nurse, she had an overdose of the 
medicine, which produced more violent effects than I intended—viz., convulsive 
twitches, which, however, quickly subsided, on the medicine being intermitted, 
and with them all symptoms of the disease. In a day or two after this I saw her 
thread a fine needle with a hand perfectly steady, and she was dismissed cured at 
the end of a week. I saw her more than a year afterwards; she was quite well, 
much improved in appearance, considerably grown, and had had no return of 
chorea I ought to mention that she first came under my care after having been 
already some weeks in the hospital, under the care of my esteemed predecessor, 
Dr. Bayne, whose treatment of her was continued, without any improvement in 
her symptoms, until she commenced the use of the strychnia. 

“ My next case was a girl of the same age and constitution, who came under 
my care as an hospital patient, about the same period. In her case I adopted the 
same treatment. No violent effects were produced by the remedy, and after a 
few days' treatment the symptoms of chorea began gradually to disappear, and 
she was also dismissed cured at the end of a fortnight.”— Lancet , June 7, 1845. 

[Dr. Griscom of New York, has reported a case of chorea cured by strychnine.] 

31. On Constipation from Indolence of the Bowels , and its Treatment. —Dr. Teissier, 
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assistant-physican to the H6tel Dieu, at Lyons, has published, in the last number 
of the Journal de Medecine of that town, an interesting article on the treatment of 
constipation from indolence of the bowels. This form is undoubtedly the one 
most frequently met with in practice. It is a frequent cause of ailments, which, 

, rhen misunderstood, in the end seriously affect the health. The disease is very 
frequently met with among persons advanced in age, and among the hypochon¬ 
driacal, in females, particularly those affected with chlorosis, or disease of the 
uterus; in individuals who do not take sufficient exercise, and in those who de¬ 
vote themselves especially to literature. It accompanies almost invariably all 
serious affections of the nervous system, and, above all, paralysis. Its conse¬ 
quences are, headaches, indigestion, painful hemorrhoidal tumours, displacement 
of the uterus, sanguineous discharges from that organ, and leucorrhcea, in females, 
and in extreme cases may lead to marasmus. It is most important, then, to be 
able to recognize the sort of constipation of which we speak, and, above all, to 
know the most effectual means to remove it. 

The directions given by most authors for this last purpose, are, in general, of 
little use; sometimes they are even hurtful and dangerous. In fact, the means 
most frequently recommended are oily enemata, or simple lavements of decoc¬ 
tion of mallow, of bran, &c., at the temperature of, at least, from 80° to 86° F.; 
and later, when these lavements fail to unload the bowels, manna, senna, tama¬ 
rinds, rhubarb, castor oil, Seidlitz water, scammony, in short, all sorts of laxatives, 
or even the most drastic purgatives are recommended. 

Now it is at present recognized as a fact among all practitioners of experience, 
that in the sort of constipation here treated of, the use of warm injections is hurt- 
fill, because as it depends on a sort of atony, or indolence of the muscular fibres 
of the bowels, the more you inject warm water into them, the more the muscular 
fibres are lengthened, distended, softened, and deprived of their contractile power. 
It is known, also, that the use of purgatives, far from being beneficial in this sort 
of constipation, is, on the contrary, very prejudicial, inasmuch as they blunt the 
sensibility of the coats of the bowels, which at length become insensible to the 
stimulus of the fecal bolus; besides this, their continued use may violently irri¬ 
tate the bowels. But this is not all, for, as Teissier remarks, the authors who most 
strongly advocate the use of purgatives in this disease, acknowledge also the in¬ 
convenience arising from the use of such substances in a great many cases. 

Beyond these means, it might truly be said that no resource remains. But 
science is not so powerless as might at first be supposed; nay. numerous useful 
means exist, of which the three principal are, nux vomica, cold lavements, and 
astringents, which Dr. Teissier, on the recommendation of some authors, has 
employed In several cases, and with apparently happy effects. 

Schmidtmann was the first to recommend the use of nux vomica in cases of 
sluggish digestion, with flatulence, distension of the bowels, and constipation. 
Teissier cites four cases which show that this substance has been equally suc¬ 
cessful in his hands under like circumstances. In the first case, a female, the 
sluggishness of the bowel was caused by the existence of syphilitic excrescences 
at the anus, with thickening of the rectum in its whole circumference, which for 
more than a year caused great difficulty in defecation. After the venereal affec¬ 
tion was cured, the constipation continued, and resisted all the means used to 
overcome it. Dr. Teissier having remarked, that the introduction into the anus of 
tents (meches) for several successive days, and cold lavements, had in some de¬ 
gree relieved the constipation, was led to think that these means had only acted 
by rousing the contractile power of the large intestine, and that that end would 
be more fully attained by administering the nux vomica. He accordingly gave 
his patient, every morning, in a pill, nearly the fifth of a grain (one centigramme) 
of the extract of this substance. Under the use of the nux vomica, in this dose, for 
a fortnight, the constipation entirely disappeared, and a year has now passed 
without any relapse. From time to time, merely, when the bowels are inclined 
to become sluggish, the patient takes one of the pills as above, and the next day 
the usual evacuation takes place. In the second case, the constipation which 
was of long standing, was complicated with disorder of the stomach, referred 
to supposed gastritis. The patient was at first put on low diet, gum-water emol¬ 
lient injections, and the white meats, which only increased the sluggishness of 
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the bowels. Recourse was then had to various other means, which relieved the 
gastric symptoms, without entirely curing them, but had no effect on the constipa¬ 
tion. Dr. Teissier, seeing the little success attending this mode of treatment, had 
recourse to full diet, and the use of the extract of nux vomica, in the dose of the 
fifth of a grain, daily. In less than fifteen days the constipation and the other 
symptoms had almost entirely disappeared, and in less than a month, convales¬ 
cence was complete. In the two other cases the result was the same. It must 
not, however, be supposed that the remedy is infallible; the doctor admits that 
he has seen it fail in the case of nervous individuals suffering from obstinate con¬ 
stipation. He thinks it is particularly indicated in those cases where there is rea¬ 
son to suspect a general want of tone in the bowels, as in the paralytic, or in 
old persons, or where we may suspect a want of tone of the muscular coat of the 
intestine, in consequence of great and long-continued distension, or, in short, 
when the constipation can be referred to an undue secretion of gas, which, of 
itself, by causing distension of the bowels, diminishes their contractile power. 

Injections of cold water, better known than nux vomica, constitute likewise a 
valuable resource agaiust constipation from want of tone. Of late years they 
have been much vaunted; but, nevertheless, they are as yet but rarely used in 
practice. They act somewhat in the same way as the nux vomica in rousing the 
sensibility and the contractile power of the intestine. Our author does not, how¬ 
ever, consider that the two remedies ought to be used indiscriminately under the 
same circumstances; he thinks the cold injections particularly suitable to indi¬ 
viduals of a nervous, highly irritable temperament; to the hypochondriacal, and 
to females suffering from irritation or engorgement of the womb. 

Females who have contracted the pernicious habit of taking a warm enema 
daily, and who have thus lost the power of evacuating the bowels by the sole 
efforts of nature, ought to substitute cold for warm water ; they would thus more 
easily attain the end they have in view, and avoid the inconvenience of dimin¬ 
ishing more and more every day the contractile force of the muscular fibres of 
the bowels, and thereby increasing the degree of constipation. In general, cold 
injections are very harmless and very well borne ; they produce, however, in 
some individuals, an uncomfortable sensation of cold in the bowels and loins, 
which may continue for an hour or two. Sometimes they produce pain in the 
bowels, and slight diarrhoea; in this case, all that is required is to discontinue 
them for a time, and to use them only every third or fourth day, instead of daily. 
In the case of patients in whom there is little reaction against cold, it is better not 
to prescribe water at the ordinary temperature at once, but to begin with it at the 
degree of 68° Fahr., gradually coming down to 64°, 59°, and 53°, till, at length, 
water of the natural temperature may be used. 

Astringent injections are also highly useful, under certain circumstances, in re¬ 
lieving constipation. Bretonneau was the first to establish this new and important 
fact, which has been again brought forward by Trousseau and Pidoux, in their 
« Treatise on Therapeutics,” but without its having been as yet generally adopted 
in practice. One can readily imagine the reluctance some medical men have to 
recommend, in constipation, injections containing the substances they are in the 
habit of prescribing in diarrhoea—such as catechu, krameria, alum, &c. But if 
we reflected, that in persons who have long suffered from constipation, particu¬ 
larly females, the rectum forms above the sphincter a pouch, sometimes of con¬ 
siderable size, in consequence of the distension from accumulated feces, to which 
the coats of the bowels have been subjected, we should be less surprised that 
the idea has occurred to have recourse to the injection into the rectum of tonic 
and astringent substances, with the view of causing corrugation of the muscular 
fibres of the bowels, which, by corrugating, become shorter, and thus diminish the 
enlargement of the cul-de-sac now spoken of. 

Astringent injections are particularly suitable in cases where there is reason to 
suspect an abnormal dilatation of the lower portion of the rectum; for instance, 
in constipation from the presence of a mechanical obstacle at the anus, caused by 
hemorrhoidal tumourB, swellings of a venereal or cancerous character, or contrac¬ 
tion of the sphincter with or without fissure. These injections are, moreover, suita¬ 
ble for the same reason, to females in whom constipation exists, along with en¬ 
gorgement or retroversion of the uterus, and to all those persons who, having 
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their bowels relieved only once in eight or ten days, void, after painful efforts, 
which can be compared to nothing but a sort of parturition, an enormous mass of 
hardened and dry feces. In all these cases, it is of consequence to rouse the 
tonic action of the muscular bands of the large intestine, and this indication is 
well fulfilled by astringent injections. 

The ingredients of these injections may be infinitely varied ; they may be com¬ 
posed of red roses, krameria, oak bark, bistorta, catechu, alum, &c. The follow¬ 
ing is Teissier’s mode of proceeding:—He begins with the simple infusion of 
roses, cold, and at the end of a few days, he adds to each injection from fifteen 
to thirty grains of the extract of rhatany. He thinks that in obstinate cases a mi¬ 
nute portion of the extract of nux vomica—one-seventh or two-sevenths of a 
grain, for instance—might be added, with advantage, to each enema. He con¬ 
siders, also, that they should measure ten or twelve ounces, so that they may not 
be retained many minutes; that their action may be of short duration, and that 
the muscular fibres of the bowels may be allowed readily to contract themselves. 
The nux vomica, the cold, and the astringent injections, are not certainly the only 
means at the disposal of the practitioner in the constipation we are now treating 
of; but they are those of which our author has had most experience, and from 
which he has derived most success. We must not forget here the means pro¬ 
posed lately by Fleury—viz., the introduction of tents into the rectum, which, 
acting as a foreign body, stimulate the bowel by their contact, and rouse its con¬ 
tractile power; nor the shampooing of the rectum, proposed by Recamier; nor, 
lastly, inspissated ox-gall. 

To all these means must be added, as auxiliaries, drinks, composed of vege¬ 
table bitters, a tonic diet, the use of black meats, Bordeaux wine, active exercise 
in the open air, &c. These are useful auxiliaries, much more beneficial certainly 
than the use of white meats, (veal and chicken,) relaxing vegetables, such as 
sorrel, spinach, chiccory, cooling lemonades, juice of prunes, bouillon aux herbes, 
&c.— Lancet , Dec. 13, 1845. 


SURGICAL PATHOLOGY AND THERAPEUTICS AND OPERATIVE 

SURGERY. 

32. Ejects of Oblito-ation of the Carotid Arteries upon the Ccrelrral Circulation. —The 
London Medical Gazette (October, 1845),contains an elaborate paper on this subject 
by Dr. Norman Chevers, which is so interesting, especially in connection with the 
case of Dr. Warren in ourpresent number, that we shall transfer the greater portion 
of it to our pages. 

Dr. Chevers, after presenting a brief history of the experiments which have been 
tried of tying the carotid arteries in the lower animals, gives the following sum¬ 
mary of the cases in which the carotid artery has been obliterated in the human 
subject. 

1st. Effects of obliteration of both primitive carotid arteries in the human subject .—I 
find five cases upon record in which, either by surgical operation or in consequence 
of disease, both of the primitive carotid trunks became obliterated at different 
periods, and the individuals survived without suffering in any very remarkable 
degree from cerebral disorder. A brief sketch of the leading features of these 
cases will not be out of place. 

(1.) Dr. R. O. Mussey tied both primitive carotid arteries, at an interval of twelve 
days, in a man twenty years of age. These operations were 'performed for the 
cure of a vascular tumour of the scalp which had existed since infancy ; they, 
however, failed, and the tumour was removed by incision; it is mentioned that the 
left temporal artery and vein appeared to be fth of an inch in diameter; more than 
twenty arteries, none of which seemed to be less than a middle-sized goose-quill, 
were observed running into the tumour. The patient recovered from the operations 
without any bad symptoms; the functions of the brain were not interfered with. 

Eight years after his first report of this case, Dr. Mussey writes, that ever since 
his patient’s recovery “ he has enjoyed very good health; occasionally he has had 
symptoms of cerebral plethora, indicated by pain, or a sense of fullness in the 



